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Greetings from the
President,
Maria J. Rodriguez
This will be my last greetings
to you as the President, and
when you come to the end of
any experience, there is always
a mixture of emotions, relief
that responsibilities are coming to an end, sadness that
what you have come to enjoy
will no longer be there for you. These past 3 years, I have
met wonderful people, difficult people, and I feel I have
learned a lot from these two groups. Truly it has been an
experience!
We have an amazing club, and if you are asked to take a
leadership role, or any task or position, take it. The journey
is worth it. Three years ago I attended an annual meeting,
and by the end of the meeting I had volunteered to be the
Editor of Star News, the newsletter. Three months later, the
President resigned due to family issues, and I was nominated Interim President. Nine months later I was elected President for a two year term. In these two years, I was at one
time interim Treasurer and later Memberships Chair. I was
honored that this group trusted me with such responsibilities. We have had some major accomplishments these years,
too many to name. These are found in our website, newsletter, and Facebook page.
Being a social car club, it made me want to engage in different activities, to learn what we actually did, and to actually
do it. It made me seek other members out, to get to know the
faces, the names and their stories, and trying to get them
involved. The club’s directors and volunteer members have
done a fantastic job this year. I have enjoyed their support
and valued their work with the committees. There has been
a lot going on these last two years, and I am happy to say
that it has made the club stronger.
We welcomed and farewelled a few people this past 2 years,
but that is the challenge we need to address as a club. We
have completed a lot of structural change within the club.
We have restructured our board meetings to improve the
experience of the members, in order to allow members to be

Welcome to our New Members!

Since our last publication in June 2014
Luis Alfonso
Irene Katz
Pasquale Bettino, Jr.
Carlos A. Perez
Jose Batalla
Bruce Rubin
Matthew Bell
John Shawde
Stephane Burke
Amy Shutter
Tari Wils Collins
Alfredo Cordoba
July Echavez
Karen Francis
Lizeth Gaitan
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on board discussions, where the club is heading, and how
we can make it better. I believe that our core values of
fellowship, fun and contribution are the key elements
when this club was formed, and we need to adhere to
these elements in going forward.
Now, three years later, seems like a blink of an eye, after
stepping foot in that annual meeting, I am happy to hand
over the presidential chains to Michael Chrusch, the new
President of the South Florida Section Mercedes-Benz
Club of America. I am also honored to be his Vice President, and I know that Mike has some great ideas about
how we can build the club more, in the coming years. I
am looking forward to working alongside Mike to help
make it all happen. Stay tuned to our newsletter, website,
and Facebook page, they allow the members to have a lot
more ready access to information about the events.
Enthusiasm and a determination build a better club, so I
am recruiting all members that want to be involved, to
come to the Board meetings. These meetings are held
once a month, the dates are posted in the newsletter, and
you will receive emails, as reminders.
There are so many people to thank for supporting me
these years. Special thanks go to Mike, Victor, Jay, Richard, our National Board, our Southeast Region Director,
Scott Suits, Ken, Tunde, Gabriel, and all of you that have
truly been there, I really have appreciated your support
these years.
See you at the BBQ event on October, 4, 2014!

Board Meetings
at Umberto’s Italian Restaurant
(1320 N University Dr, Pembroke
Pines, FL 33024)
October 8th, 2014 at 730pm
November 5th, 2014 at 730pm
December 10th, 2014 at 730pm
January 10th, 2015 3rd annual
concours de eleganz details at 10am
at T.Y. Park
January 14th, 2015 3rd annual
concours de eleganz details (last
meeting before event)
January 18th, 2015 3rd annual
concours de eleganz at T.Y. Park
(event set-up)
February 11th, 2015 at 730pm
March 11th, 2015 at 730pm
April 8th, 2015 at 730pm
May 13th, 2015 at 730pm
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Website: http://
southflorida.mbca.org
Officers
President
Michael Crusch
954-260-6466
michaechrusch@hotmail.com
Vice President
Maria J. Rodriguez
305-776-8345
ladymari21@hotmail.com
Secretary
Richard Eldridge
305-688-0861
woebagger@yahoo.com
Next, after everyone was pretty much
exhausted, we had refreshments. The
fun continued when we went outside and
gathered around our cars to admire our
vehicles. Again, more photos were taken
as the hoods of some cars were lifted.
Each and every one showed their beautiful cars to the others. A member who
had his shop across the street could not
join us because he had to work, but he
definitely brought his cars over. This was
truly another dedicated club member.

Treasurer
Michael Crusch
954-260-6466
michaelchrusch@hotmail.com
Directors
William Harter
954-612-7832
wharter1@aol.com
Moises Levy
786-863-4483
levy1902@gmail.com
Genesis Mendoza
786-863-4493
genm25@gmail.com
Victor Rodriguez
786-367-5993
vrod1030@gmail.com

STAR News Editor
Moises Levy
786-863-4483
levy1902@gmail.com
Webmaster
Victor Rodriguez
786-367-5993
vrod1030@gmail.com
Facebook
Ricardo Guaqueta
305-401-6245
ricardo@guaqueta.com
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About Our Newsletter

MBCA
South Florida Section
Club Shirts!!
Place your order today!
Only $39.00 each
2 for $70.00
3 for $105.00
4 for $135.00
Price includes tax, plus
shipping and handling.
Email
michaelchrusch@hotmail.com
to place your order.
Star News

Star News is published four times a
year: March; June; September;
December.
Opinions, and stories are articulated by
the author and editor for the sole
purpose of informing and reading
enjoyment of the members.
If you have any stories or articles
relating to your Mercedes-Benz, or of
general interest, e-mail them to the
Editor, Moises Levy, at
levy1902@gmail.com.
To advertise in Star News
Email Moises Levy at
levy1902@gmail.com, to set it up.
The annual advertising rates are as
follows:
Full Page
$600
¾ Page
$400
½ Page
$325
¼ Page
$175
Business Card $100
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November 5, and December 10. The upcoming
meetings in 2015 will be held on January 10,

South Florida Section Annual Meeting
Submitted by Michael Chrusch

Mercedes-Benz of Ft. Lauderdale hosted the South Florida Section’s Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 13,
2014 Attending were myself (Mike Chrusch), Maria
Rodriguez, Victor Rodriguez, Richard Eldridge, Ken
Robinson, Tunde Robinson, Genesis Mendoza, Pasquale
Bettino, Dean Mielke, Elena Rodriguez, William
Hegemann, George Levien, Matthew Bell, Byron
Daugherty, Joe Schumann, Frank Owen, Harry Wardlow,
and Anne Wardlow.
As members came in they helped themselves to lunch,
which included several different types of sandwiches,
chips, and drinks. The meeting was called to order at
11:30 am.
Richard Eldridge informed every attendee that the
minutes from the previous annual meeting were in front
of them. A motion was made by Maria to accept the prior
annual meeting minutes, and the revisions, and Victor
seconded the motion. Following was the Treasurer’s report given by Mike Chrusch, and again a motion was
made, and accepted by all.
Maria Rodriguez read the Membership Report Summary
& Recruiting. We currently have 255 members from Boca
Raton to Key West. We have 51 new members from
9/13/14 to 9/13/14. Maria Rodriguez then read the Upcoming & Tentative Events.
The next events include the 3rd annual members BBQ,
on October 4, 2014, from 11 am to 3:00pm; the annual
Holiday party, on December 14, 2014, which will be again
held at the 94th Aero Squadron from 10:00 am to 2:00
pm; the Miami International Auto Show on November 8,
2014; and the 3rd annual Concours De Eleganz will be on
January 18, 2015 from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm at TY Park in
Hollywood, Florida. Name of volunteers to form the 3rd
Concours Committee were taken and we will continue to
seek others. Please let me know if you are interested in
serving in any capacity.

January 14, January 18, February 11, March 11,
April 8 and May 13. The usual meeting time is 7:30
pm and the usual meeting place is at Umberto’s
Italian Restaurant in Pembroke Pines, unless specified otherwise.
A unanimous election took place and the results
were: Michael Chrusch – President; Maria
Rodriguez – Vice President; Richard Eldridge – Secretary; Michael Chrusch – Interim Treasurer. The
nominated Directors will be accepted at the October
8 Board meeting, by the new elected Officers. Those
nominated were Moises Levy, Genesis Mendoza,
Victor Rodriguez, and William “Bill” Harter.
After the meeting ended at 12:50 pm, AJ Modica,
MB of Fort Lauderdale Sales Person, presented the
history of the MB of Fort Lauderdale dealership. AJ
also talked about the new Mercedes-Benz CLA and
the Mercedes-Benz B class, which should be available in the United States sometime in 2015. AJ then
took the members on a tour of the MB dealership,
including the service area where AJ was met by the
service foreman. Both spoke about the service bay
and entertained questions by a lively membership
crowd. The tour ended around 1:45 pm and the
members delighted themselves in the showroom by
looking at the newest cars, including the all new

Members are invited to attend the Board Meetings where
decisions on events and other things take place. The upcoming meetings in 2014 will be held on October 8,
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GLA.
Overall, it was a relaxed, productive, and great meeting. All
agenda items were discussed and members left the MB
dealership excited about the upcoming events. I would like
to thank again Benny Gates, GM of Mercedes Benz of Fort
Lauderdale, for his hospitality, in letting us use one of the
dealership’s meeting rooms for our meeting.
On behalf of all of the officers and directors of the Mercedes
Benz Club of America, South Florida Section, I would like
to thank you for being a member and look forward to meeting you at the different events. And remember, driving a
Mercedes Benz is more than just driving an awesome car,
it’s a way of life.
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c/o Moises Levy, Editor
6619 S. Dixie Hwy #385
Miami, FL 33143

http://www.southflorida.mbca.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-South-Florida Section/237626926308315
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