S tar N ews
MBCA SOUTH FLORIDA NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2011

Holiday Party
December 4, 2011
La Palma Ristorante and Bar
Coral Gables, Florida Club members once again
descended on La Palma
Ristorante in Coral Gables
for the annual Holiday
Party under blue skies and
surrounded by lush
vegetation in the garden
section of the restau‐
rant. The tables were set
for a nice lunch as we
arrived.
We were invited to park
free of charge in the
Alhambra Plaza across the
street from the restaurant
by club member Allen
Morris. Most of the
attendees chose to park in
the garage but others
parked in the street to
show off their Benzes.
Tünde Robinson
was the director
in charge of this
event. She
introduced the
directors and
introduced
members of the
club who were in
attendance. She
stressed the
importance of greater
participation by our
members, many of whom

Submitted by Ken Robinson

have been with the club for years.
Vache Karakachian, Club
President, presented Gordon
Derman with the plaque
designating him “Member of
the Year” for 2011.

table held the gifts that the club
raffled off to the lucky ticket holders .
Everyone got a ticket, so everyone
was a potential winner.

We were impressed once
again by Siegfried Marks’
pristine 1963 SL, which he
purchased new in Germany and has since driven all over
Europe and the U.S. Ricardo Guaqueta’s 1968 SL, also in
great condition, was behind Siegfried’s car.
Mercedes‐Benz of Coral Gables arrived with a new SLS
AMG. Its open gull wing doors and its gleaming silver finish
caught everyone’s attention, and we spent quite a bit of
time admiring it and the other SL’s as well. Thanks to MB
Coral Gables, one of the dealerships in the familiar and well
‐regarded Bill Ussery family organization and to Rene
Aldana and Robert Corso for showing this car and for donat‐
ing three valuable prizes, including golf bag, for the raffle.

The gift table quickly filled up with presents for those who
opted to participate in the gift exchange, and an adjoining

Richard Eldridge, a director of the
club, once again served as Papa Noël,
as we call him, not only running the
raffle, but also spending much time
selecting, purchasing, and wrapping
the club gifts. Job well done, once
again.
We enjoyed the sumptuous buffet as

well as meeting our old friends, and
new members, and their guests.
Happy Holidays to all.
MORE HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS on Page 11
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Opinions, and stories are articulated by the authors and
editor for the sole purpose of informing and enjoyment of
the members. If you have any stories or articles relating to
your Mercedes‐Benz, or of general interest, e‐mail them to
the Editor, Maria J. Rodriguez
at ladymari21@hotmail.com.
Upon receipt of the e‐mail with the story or article, you will
receive a confirmation, and notification of the deadline.

JOIN US
We know that our Membership is composed of very
talented people and we need volunteers to help us in our
vast variety of events we are planning for the near future.
You can e‐mail, Saleem Alinur, Chair of Events
Committee, at 01mb320@gmail.com.
This is your Association, come join us, participate, and have
fun!!

Welcome to Our New Member
William Clarke III
New Directors
Ricardo Guaqueta
Maria J. Rodriguez;
Victor Rodriguez;

MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Congratulations to Gordon Derman!
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President’s Greetings
Season’s Greetings! It is hard to believe that another year has passed and we are about to
welcome 2012! I hope you had a great Thanksgiving amongst your friends and family. The
South Florida Section of the Mercedes‐Benz of America has had a tremendous 2011.
During this year we had increased significantly the number of members of our club as well as
welcomed the new Directors to our board; but we also suffered the great loss of the founder of
our club, our friend Ted Pappas, whose legacy will remain with us for a life time.
The 2011 MBCA South Florida Annual Holiday brunch was held on December 4th, 2011 at Las
Palmas Restaurant, in Coral Gables. Hoping everyone enjoyed this wonderful time as much as I
did. I was thrilled to see many of our members during the event. During this event I had the
honor to present the Member of the Year Award to Gordon Derman for his outstanding support to our club.
A special thanks to Tunde and Ken Robinson, as well as our Santa elf, Richard Eldridge, for putting this event together.
We had the incredible opportunity to appreciate at first glance the new Mercedes‐Benz AMG Gullwing 2012, as a courtesy of our
friend Robert Corso, Master Certified Sales Representative and New Cars Sales Manager of the Mercedes‐Benz Dealer of Coral
Gables.
Please be on the look out for our next event on January 21st, 2012; Rob’s Redland Riot Road Rallye, in Homestead Florida. A flyer
will be sent by e‐mail, separately, with information for the gathering of the club members for this event.
On behalf of the officers and directors of the South Florida section of the Mercedes‐Benz Club of America,
we hope you all have a safe and happy holiday season and enjoy the time with your family and friends.
Happy New Year! I look forward to meeting each one of you in 2012!
Vache Karakachian

IF YOU SMELL GAS OR IF YOU SMELL SMOKE ‐ EITHER WAY, YOU'RE IN TROUBLE, Submitted by Gordon Derman
Some of us drink a little too much and it just takes a little bit
more than a controlled dosage to tip the scales. Then, our
faces become flushed, our words get slurred and we do some‐
thing stupid. The first "no‐no" is to get out of your car and
into a fight, but we all know that so the second has to do with
"one (or two) too many", which brings us to two almost
amusing examples of why one shouldn't drive after drinking..
My friend (We'll call him Dave) used to have what's charitably
known as a "drinking problem". He is now what they call
"sober". He had the epiphany, and just won't drink,
period. BUT, before he learned this, he and his old buddy
used to get paid on Friday night and "Hit the bahs" as they say
in South Boston. They'd get in his car and drive to the first
"joint". "How's it goin'", " Howahyah", and 2 beers. If it was
someone's birthday, or anniversary, or divorce they might
"hoist at few" in honor of the occasion. THEN, into the car
and drive down to the next Bar (Pronounced "Bah"). Did I
mention that after a few they'd have a cigarette?
The plot thickens. It's a hot summer night, the AC isn't work‐
ing, so Dave and Charlie roll down the windows to cool off ‐ Of
course they throw the "butts" out the window . . . One blows
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into the back seat and snuggles right into the space between the
cushions. You know the rest ‐ it simmers and smokes and after
the third Bah ‐ ‐ ‐ they smell something burning. No flames just
smoke and a bit of the padding in the seat is scorched. ‐ ‐ ‐ One
more bah and it's time to head home. Dave arrives home and
still smells smoke! He gets the garden hose out and washes away
the butt and the smell. He pulled the cushion out of the rear seat
and set it on the ground next to the car and gave it a "good
soaking". You know the rest. Old cushions have a habit of
smoldering for hours. Dave went to bed and when he got up the
next morning, he looked out the window and saw the springs and
frame of what used to be his back seat. Burned to a crisp, as they
say.
How to explain this to his wife??? Easy: "Charlie did it"... Dave's
wife called Charlie's wife and after conspiring to murder their
hubbies for the insurance money, they decided to let them off
easy. Just remind them of it for 150 or 200 times whenever
they'd accept a beer!! Dave swears he's heard his wife remind
him of that night over 160 times and so he's only got to hear it 40
more times.
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SOUTH FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL AUTO SHOW –OCTOBER 29, 2011
AT MIAMI BEACH CONVENTION CENTER
The members met at Cantinetta Ristaurante, on Lincoln Road, for lunch. It was a nice and breezy afternoon so the group sat
outside. After lunch, everyone walked to the Convention Center.
The auto show is recognized as one of the largest and most prestigious in the nation. The showcases include more than 1,000
new car, truck, van and SUV models from more than 40 of the world's leading auto show manufacturers.

VETERAN’S DAY – November 11, 2011
As Americans we are grateful to those in the military that have fought, or are fighting, in
order to protect our rights, and our freedoms. If you are one of these distinguished
individuals, know that your sacrifices were, and are appreciated.
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED & IS SERVING OUR COUNTRY

December 2011
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When:
Time:
Start:
Ends:

Saturday, January 21, 2012
10:00 am—5:00 pm
10 to 11am at Cauley Square—
US1 at SW 224 Street
5pm ‐ Schnebly Redland's Winery—
30205 SW 217 Ave

THE REDLAND RIOT RALLYE (sic) is not to be construed as a
rally and speaking as an experienced sports‐car rally person I
can say it's nothing like a rally. First of all, you don't have to
follow the map ‐ you can skip stops and jump ahead to a more
interesting spot. Also if you see something along the way, you
can stop and experience it ‐ Down here (more later in the year
when more crops are harvested) people set up stands in front
of their farm or house. Drop in 50 cents and take home an
avocado, etc.

1. Dress casually

So it's really NOT a rally ‐ rather it's a tour of local places of
interest (particularly local spots and crops) mostly in the
Homestead area. It definitely is NOT Miami, and not in a City
environment. A lot of the area has five (5) acre
zoning, there are horses, other farm animals, pet
Peacocks who are fascinated by your presence, great local
produce to buy, clean, fresh air and no traffic.

We guarantee you'll have a fun time ‐ otherwise you'll never
know why so many people who toured last year are coming back
this year. The guy who runs the "Rallye" has been doing it for
years and is perfect for the job. We hope to see you there.

The "map" is a guide only unless you get serious about an
informal "contest". At the end of your Tour, you
usually will find yourself at the winery which is not at all like a
local winery say, in California, New York State, Italy or
France. The winery uses "Local" fruits and creates wines from
them. If you're any sort of a wine
aficionado, don't expect to get a bargain unless you're a real
fan of say "Avocado" or some other local fruit
transformed into a wine. At the end of your tour, you can
relax at the Winery, participate in a fun contest based on your
observations along the way. Hint: To win you really should
make all the stops since there's usually a question about each
one.
This is a FUN Tour. A couple of club members last year de‐
clined since they identified it with the Baja Mexico rally with
cars rolling over, going 90 MPH and
helmet‐wearing drivers with sponsor's logos on their cover‐
alls. Not quite!!!

2. Don't worry about equipping yourself with stop‐watches or
goggles, and
3. Certainly don't worry if you chose to mix and match stops, and
create your own tour. No penalties and no one know where the
other people are heading anyway ‐ it may be to a gas station or a
coffee stop along the way. ‐ ONE WORD DESCRIPTION: "CASUAL"

INSIDE INFORMATION: ‐ Sadly, my wife and I missed the event
last year, but in the interim we've visited most places along the
way ‐ The starting area is "Cauley Square" which is also quirky
and old‐timey, and the only screw‐up last year was a local hotel
decided without telling the people in charge that they wouldn't
be serving lunch! I had a great brunch there before they tanked,
but who knows? That's the fun of a casual unorganized fun
time. My suggestion is nibble on the home‐grown berrys and
other home cooked stuff along the way and don't worry about
it. We had planned to MEET at the local hotel last year ‐ ‐ ‐ unfor‐
tunately, things change ‐ and I think most people ended up in a
Subway or one of the (pretty darned good) local Mexican restau‐
rants on the main street (KROME AVENUE) which are VERY inex‐
pensive, offer quick service and are truly
authentic. One last admonition: Don't worry about the
clock! Don't bother coming early and if you’re late, no one will
know!
Submitted by Gordon Derman—
GORDONDERMAN@COMCAST.NET—305‐434‐8246
Visit Redland Riot’s website for more information, and map
route: www.redlandriot.com/RouteMap.html

OLDIES BUT GOODIES

Next Meeting: Board of Directors
February 9, 2012 @ Bimini BoatYard Bar & Grill
December 2011
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proceeded to wedge the window with the spatulas. The
window stayed up! I will never again underestimate the power
of a female mind.

“Caveat Emptor”, Let the Buyer Beware,
Submitted by Dean R. Mielke
I am sharing this story with fellow Mercedes‐Benz Club mem‐
bers as it relates to a Mercedes‐Benz vehicle. Some years ago I
purchased an E‐Class Mercedes‐Benz from a large insurance
company which advertisement suggests calling them, “Your
Good Neighbor” Insurance Co. As most large insurance
companies, when they recover stolen vehicles which claim they
have settled, they then offer such vehicles for sale, on a seal bid
auction. Most of the time, these vehicles are in pretty good
shape and represent a good value. I had been on their
notification list and had bid and purchased several vehicles from
them throughout the years.
My wife and I drove to central Florida and inspected the vehicle.
It was a dark green beautiful E‐Class Mercedes‐Benz with all the
options available and low mileage. Being pretty good at
evaluating vehicles, I was able to successfully win the bid. When
I received notification I had won the bid, I secured payment and
returned to central Florida to pick up the car. Prior to our return
departure, the agent explained that the vehicle’s rear windows
were inoperable. Since this did not affect the drivability of the
car, I decided to drive it home anyway. I also realized that
having the two rear windows malfunctioning at the same time
most likely was an electrical issue. By the way, the car not only
looked great, but it drove like a dream…
The drive back started well. It was a beautiful warm summer day
and we had an elegant air conditioned car to go home in. Up on
I‐75, I noticed the sound of an air leak which kept getting a little
louder as we drove. We decided to pull to investigate and saw
that the rear windows had crept down a little. I pushed the
button to make the windows go up and nothing happened. I
knew that this was the first thing I would have to address when I
got home. However for now I had to do something. I attempted
to manually raise the window and to my surprise it went down
to the bottom of the track. I tried and tried to make the window
stay up, and now both windows were down, and would not stay
up. I found some cardboard and proceed to fabricate a wedge.
This was not too elegant, but desperate times call for desperate
solutions.
As soon as we started driving, the wedge dislodged and both
windows continued to ride down. It was a warm and humid day
and the wind noise started to drive us crazy. We stopped again
looking for a garage. It was Sunday so in the small town nothing
was opened. I am a pretty good mechanic but I had very little to
work with. My wife spotted a dollar store which was opened
and suggested we explore the possibilities inside. I was
mortified and wondered what the dollar store could possibly
offer that would help our dilemma and stayed in the car.
She went into the store and reappeared a few minutes later
with two packages of three rubber spatulas. I could not imagine
why she would buy that at a time like this. She smiled and
December 2011

When we got home and took the vehicle to the mechanic, he
removed the interior rear door panels and discovered that
neither door had an electric window motor. The window glass
on each door had been held up by a stick of wood, which fell
off at highway speeds and caused the window to fall down.
Once we had the windows repaired, it was a great trouble‐free
car which we enjoyed for over two years, and eventually
traded in for a new one.

WHY DRIVE A MERCEDES‐BENZ?
Could it be because the ride is smooth, quiet, and luxurious?
Could it be because the interior sets standards than other
luxury cars do not have? Could it be because the technology on
the option list increases each year?
The performance is for a new generation while it still preserves
many things from past generations. The new 3.5L V‐6 in the
E350 and 4.6L twin‐turbo of the E550 are not only stronger but
smarter. The acceleration is faster, efficiency is higher, and
emissions are lower. The speed is engineered for more
efficient and more responsive performance. At the selection of
one of the controls, agility control, an improvement that gives
comfort and confidence, adjusts in response to the ever
changing road surfaces.
Rationales like the design in the elegance with advance
engineering, showing fashion and function , which can be
equivalent forces, and can be equally trendsetting. The
contouring seats, the insightful controls, and detailed
mechanisms compensate your every accommodation, spoiling
one to ‘not drive’ any other car. So YES, to all of the above
questions.
MERCEDES‐BENZ OF CORAL GABLES’S NEW LOOK

Mercedes‐Benz of Coral Gables is undergoing some construc‐
tion of their showroom, and other areas in the dealership.
These renovations will be completed towards the end of 2011.
Our Club is planning an event of a tour of the newly renovated
facilities, at the beginning of January 2012.
A flyer will be sent to the members with further information of
this event, so be on the lookout.
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Mercedes-Benz mid-level E– Class & E350 Sports Sedan & E350 Blue Tec Sports Sedan

The E‐Class has established a heritage of
leading the way in design.

The E‐Class has an optional DISTRONIC
PLUS active cruise control automatically
slows down or stops the vehicle in re‐
The E‐Class has consistently melded time‐ sponse to car traffic ahead. Its PRE‐SAFE
less elegance with advanced engineering. Brake feature can sense an impending
The E‐Class once again shows that fashion collision and apply full braking.
and function can be equally compelling,
and equally trendsetting.
The E‐Class has an optional Blind Spot
Assist and Lane Keeping Assist can help
The E‐Class’s modern design meets classic alert you to unseen vehicles in the next
lane, help warn you of drifting out of lane,
craftsmanship, to transport you in a spa‐
cious haven of endearing comfort and
and with available active technology, help
enduring quality.
guide the car back if you disregard the
alerts.
The E‐Class’ COMAND system places au‐
dio, optional navigation, and information
such as real‐time traffic reports within
easy reach, with a convenient central con‐
troller and a high‐resolution 7‐inch dis‐
play.
The E‐Class’ LED lighting offers not just a
more brilliant presence but smarter think‐
ing, from standard bright white Daytime
Running Lamps, to the turn indicators in
each side mirror, to the wide wraparound
tail lamps.
Mercedes‐Benz mid‐level E‐Class is not
The E‐Class Sedans are a protective show‐ only their best‐selling model in the US, it's
also one of the favorite models of luxury
case of Mercedes‐Benz safety firsts.
cars.
Among their innovations, PRE‐SAFE can

The E350 and E550 sedans have been re‐
designed, complete with new styling and
a host of new electronic gadgets. EPA fuel
economy estimates 15‐18 MPG city, 23‐26
MPG highway.

The E‐Class comes with nine air bags of‐
fering 11‐way protection, no other car in
its class offers air bags in more locations.
Pelvic air bags complement side‐impact
air bags for each front seat. A driver´s
knee air bag augments dual‐stage front air
bags. Side curtain air bags are provided at
the outboard seating positions in both the
first and second rows.

detect conditions that suggest a collision
or rollover is imminent, then adjust the
front seat belts, front passenger seat, win‐
dows and sunroof, to better prepare the
occupants in the moments before a colli‐
sion.The system continuously monitors
over 70 different parameters of driving
behavior in the first minutes of a drive to
establish a pattern, and can automatically
alert the driver with both visual and audi‐
ble warnings.

December 2011
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YOUR 2012 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICES

South Florida Mercedes‐Benz
Dealerships

Mercedes‐Benz Club of America
2012 Membership News Bulletin

1
2
3

Effective January 1, 2012 MBCA membership dues
will increase as follows:
U.S.
Canadian & Int’l
Membership Dues
Membership Dues
Year
Was $45 Will Be $49
Was $55 Will Be $59
Years Was $87 Will Be $95
Was $107 Will Be $115
Years Was $127Will Be $139
Was $157 Will Be $169
5 Reasons for the 2012 Dues Increase

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

It has been 12 years since MBCA last raised its dues
2012 dues represent an increase of less than 9% over 2011
MBCA has been able to avoid a dues increase for more than a
decade but increasing operating expenses makes it virtually im
possible to avoid a modest increase today
The list of MBCA member benefits and discounts has markedly
expanded in the last two years. Please see the 2/3 page
advertorial in the January/February issue of The Star® magazine
for details or visit www.mbca.org/member‐benefit,s for a
complete list of benefits
We want to ensure that MBCA can continue to meet its
promise/value proposition:
To be an enduring and sustainable Mercedes‐Benz enthusiast
organization known for nurturing and inspiring the
Mercedes‐Benz experience
Special Incentives for MBCA Members, Effective NOW!
Members who RENEW their membership BEFORE 12/31/11 will
receive:
3 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for
3 years PLUS pay the (current) 2011 rate ($127 U.S. or $157
Canadian/Int’l)
2 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for 2
years PLUS pay (current) 2011 rate($87 U.S. or $107
Canadian/Int’l)
Members who RENEW their membership beginning 1/1/12 or
AFTER will receive:
3 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for 3
years (at the 2012 rate)
2 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for
2 years (at the 2012 rate)

Mercedes‐Benz of Coconut Creek
4250 N. State Road 7
Coconut Creek, FL 33073
http://www.mercedescoconutcreek.com
Phone: 866‐306‐6947
Phone: 954‐590‐3100
Mercedes‐Benz of Coral Gables
300 Almeria Avenue
Coral Gables, FL 33134
http://www.ussery.mercedesdealer.com
Phone: 786‐245‐6832
Phone: 305‐445‐8593
Mercedes‐Benz of Cutler Bay
10701 SW 211th Street
Cutler Bay, FL 33189
http://www.cutlerbay.mercedesdealer.com
Phone: 786‐231‐6561
Phone: 305‐251‐0345
Mercedes‐Benz of Fort Lauderdale
2411 South Federal Highway
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
http://www.fort‐lauderdale.mercedesdealer.com
Phone: 954‐ 462‐4381
Phone: 954‐ 462‐4381
Mercedes‐Benz of Miami
1200 N. W. 167th Street
Miami, FL 33169
http://www.miami.mercedesdealer.com
Phone: 888‐203‐2847
Phone: 305‐ 919‐8000
Mercedes‐Benz of Pembroke Pines
14199 Pines Blvd.
Pembroke Pines, FL 33027
http://www.pembroke.mercedesdealer.com
Phone: 877‐454‐3903
Phone: 954‐ 517‐8600
Mercedes‐Benz of Pompano
350 West Copans Road
Pompano Beach, FL 33064
http://www.pompano.mercedesdealer.com
Phone: 877‐203‐1215
Phone: 954‐ 943‐5000

The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Florida wants to wish everyone a
Happy Holidays!
Hoping that 2012 brings us all good health,
a lot of happiness and a prosperous and productive year.
December 2011
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The article for the Car Insurance
program was in the Summer 2011
issue. MBCA South Florida Direc‐
tor Ed Zuckerman is continuously
working on getting the members many other discounts.
Be on the look out for these opportunities.
December 2011
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MORE HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS….
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This is the driving event everybody
is talking about! It is perfect for
those who want to drive, for those
who want to get to know South
Miami‐Dade better, and for all who
want an adventure. See article on
page 5.
Be on the look out for a flyer to be
sent by e‐mail for information of where our Club will gather for a casual
lunch or snack. If any questions, please don't hesitate to call Gordon
Derman at 305‐434 ‐ 8246, or email him @ gordonderman@comcast.net.
Visit Redland Riot’s website for more information, and map route:
www.redlandriot.com/RouteMap.html

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
January 2012
MB of Coral Gables—Tour of
New Show Room – Page 6
Flyer with information will be sent out
January 21, 2012
Redlands Riot Road
Rallye—Page 5
April 2012
Third Annual Classic Car Show
May, 2012
Day at the Races

MBCA SOUTH FLORIDA NEWSLETTER
WWW.SECTIONS.MBCA.ORG/SOUTH FLORIDA
DECEMBER 2011

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
South Florida Section
14368 S.W. 142 Avenue, Miami, FL 33186

December 2011

Star News

12

